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(57) ABSTRACT

Electromagnetic state variables of an electromagnetic
machine are represented by space vectors. A setpoint value
for the vector of a manipulated voltage at the stator is preset
and an actual value of the vector of the current at the stator
is measured. A vector of an induced voltage is determined
from the setpoint value and the actual value of the vector of
the current. A value of a vector of the magnetic flux is
estimated from a preset correction voltage and the induced
voltage. A phase angle and a rotating field frequency are
estimated from the vector of the magnetic flux. A factor is
multiplied into the vector of the correction voltage when a
torque-forming component of a current at the stator has an
opposite mathematical sign to the estimated value of the
rotating field frequency.
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1
METHOD FOR OPEN-LOOP AND
CLOSED-LOOP CONTROL OF AN
ELECTROMAGNETIC MACHINE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the priority, under 35 U.S.C.
§119, of European patent application EP 13 005 976.9, filed
Dec. 20, 2013; the prior application is herewith incorporated
by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a method for controlling and
regulating (closed-loop controlling) an electromagnetic
machine, which comprises a rotor and a stator. Electromag-
netic state variables of the machine are determined by way
of' a mathematical model with space vector representation,
wherein an actual value of the vector of the current at the
stator is measured, and wherein an estimated value of a
vector of the magnetic flux is determined. The invention
furthermore relates to an electromagnetic machine.

In an asynchronous machine for which only closed-loop
control of the speed is required, it may be advantageous to
control this speed without a speed sensor. A closed-loop
control system without feedback of a speed signal is more
favorable, simpler and more robust. In that case, the control
needs to calculate the speed from one or more other mea-
sured variables, for example stator currents and/or voltages
and a switching model for the motor. If closed-loop control
by field oriented control is used, the value and the direction
of the magnetic flux is required in addition to the speed. The
three mentioned variables can be determined by a so-called
observer. This may be a complex model based on estimation
theory or else a direct calculation on the basis of the induced
voltage of the motor.

Such closed-loop control is known from Holtz, J. and
Quan, J.: “Drift- and parameter-compensated flux estimator
for persistent zero-stator-frequency operation of sensorless-
controlled induction motors”, IEEE Transactions on Indus-
try Applications 2003, Vol. 39, Issue 4. Here, the induced
voltage is integrated in order to determine the stator flux.
Since pure integration in the presence of an offset in the
measurement of currents or in the voltage generation would
necessarily diverge towards infinity, a correction term is
added in the integrand of the induced voltage in order to
prevent divergence in the mentioned case and a loss of
closed-loop control associated therewith. This correction
term is formed by the increased discrepancy between an
estimated flux and a setpoint value for a reference flux.

An asynchronous machine may be operated as a motor
and as a generator. During operation as a motor, the behavior
of'the closed-loop control described is largely stable over the
entire speed range. During operation as a generator at low
rotation speeds, however, the magnetic flux and the speed
are not correctly estimated, which results in an instability in
the closed-loop control in this operating range. This can
occur, for example, in the case of a cable winch which is
driven by the asynchronous machine, and energy is fed back
to a current source via said asynchronous machine in the
case of the lowering of a load. During the transition from the
operation as a motor to the operation as a generator, i.e.
during the transition from raising to lowering of the load, in
this case a loss of control over the closed-loop control can
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result in the speed of the lowering operation being estimated
systematically as being too low, and the load can accelerate
practically with freefall.

However, this problem is not restricted to this specific
type of closed-loop control, but instead is a general phe-
nomenon in closed-loop control technology for asynchro-
nous machines with the mentioned assumptions. This prob-
lem can be handled with an increase in the mathematical
complexity of the closed-loop control, for example by using
an adaptive complete observer or a Kalman filter. Such an
increase in the mathematical complexity can eliminate the
problem of the loss of control over the closed-loop control
at low rotation speeds during operation as a generator, but
does require very complex calculations for this, for which
purpose a powerful processor is required. This may be
undesirable in specific cases.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is accordingly an object of the invention to provide a
method for controlling an electro-magnetic machine which
overcomes the above-mentioned and other disadvantages of
the heretofore-known devices and methods of this general
type and to provide a control for an electromagnetic machine
which manages without direct measurement of the speed,
which can be implemented as easily as possible mathemati-
cally and is as stable as possible over the desired rotation
speed range of the machine both during operation as a motor
and during operation as a generator. A further object of the
invention consists in specifying an electromagnetic machine
which can be controlled as stably as possible over its desired
rotation speed range both during operation as a motor and
during operation as a generator.

With the foregoing and other objects in view there is
provided, in accordance with the invention, a method for
(open-loop, closed-loop) control of an electromagnetic
machine having a rotor and a stator, the method comprising:

determining electromagnetic state variables of the
machine by way of a mathematical model with a space
vector representation;

presetting a setpoint value for a vector of a manipulated
voltage at the stator;

measuring an actual value of a vector of a current at the
stator;

determining a vector of an induced voltage from the
setpoint value for the vector of the manipulated voltage and
the actual value of the vector of the current at the stator;

presetting a vector of a correction voltage;

determining an estimated value of a vector of a magnetic
flux from the vectors of the correction voltage and the
induced voltage; and

determining an estimated value of a phase angle and an
estimated value of a rotating field frequency from the
estimated value of the vector of the magnetic flux;

determining a torque-forming component of the current at
the stator from the measured actual value of the vector of the
current and the estimated value of the phase angle; and

if the torque-forming component of the current at the
stator has an opposite mathematical sign to the estimated
value of the rotating field frequency, multiplying the vector
of the correction voltage by a factor.

In other words, the first mentioned object for a method for
controlling and closed-loop controlling an electromagnetic
machine, which comprises a rotor and a stator, wherein
electromagnetic state variables of the machine are deter-
mined by means of a mathematical model with a space
vector representation, wherein a setpoint value for the vector
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of' a manipulated voltage at the stator is preset, wherein an
actual value of the vector of the current at the stator is
measured, wherein a vector of an induced voltage is deter-
mined from the setpoint value for the vector of the manipu-
lated voltage and the actual value of the vector of the current,
wherein a vector of a correction voltage is preset, wherein an
estimated value of a vector of the magnetic flux is deter-
mined from the vectors of the correction voltage and the
induced voltage, and wherein an estimated value of a phase
angle and an estimated value of a rotating field frequency are
determined from the estimated value of the vector of the
magnetic flux is achieved according to the invention by
virtue of the fact that a factor is included in the multiplica-
tion for the vector of the correction voltage when a torque-
forming component of a current at the stator has an opposite
mathematical sign to the estimated value of the rotating field
frequency, wherein the torque-forming component of the
current at the stator is determined from the measured actual
value of the vector of the current and the estimated phase
angle.

The torque-forming component of the current at the stator
can in this case be determined in particular as the imaginary
part of the current in a co-rotating reference system which
results from the vector of the measured current at the stator,
rotated through the negative estimated phase angle.

In this case, the invention is based first on the consider-
ation that closed-loop control in accordance with the prior
art is unstable in the low rotation speed range for generator
operation and is substantially unproblematic in all other
operating ranges. Should, therefore, there be successful
identification of the unstable operating range in a simple and
reliable manner in the closed-loop control in order to match
the closed-loop control as efficiently as possible in this case
and otherwise not to perform any changes, it is possible to
dispense with complex measurements or complex math-
ematical processes.

This identification now takes place via the torque-forming
component of the current at the stator. This variable is
particularly well suited for the test condition for the critical
operating range since, in this case, a direct measured vari-
able is included with the actual value of the vector of the
current at the stator. With the phase angle determined inter
alia therefrom afterwards, an estimated variable is included
in the torque-forming component, which is compared with
the estimated value of the rotating field frequency. Starting
from a stable closed-loop control for the entire rotation
speed range during operation as a motor and, associated
therewith, reliability of the estimated values, the function-
ality of the test condition is therefore even ensured in the
case of a particularly critical transition to the operation as a
generator since the discrepancy between the real values of
the phase angle and of the rotation field frequency and the
estimated values used for the test condition can be consid-
ered to be small.

During this transition, the fact that only the mathematical
sign of the torque-forming current component and of the
estimated value of the rotating field frequency are compared
also has a stabilizing effect. An error in the torque-forming
current component, which can result from, for example, a
discrepancy between the estimated phase angle and the real
value, can be compensated for given a sufficiently large
torque to such an extent that the mathematical sign is not
influenced by the error. The estimated value of the rotating
field frequency can, as mentioned, be considered to be
reliable during operation as a motor. Therefore, an estima-
tion error during the critical transition to the operation as a
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4

generator can in any case result in a slightly delayed
inclusion of the multiplication of the factor for the correction
voltage.

A central concept in respect of the mode of operation of
the invention can now be explained with reference to the
following physical consideration: the induced voltage is the
time derivative of the magnetic flux. This means in particu-
lar that the phase angle of the induced voltage is dependent
on the change in the phase angle of the magnetic flux, i.e. on
the rotating field frequency. During a transition from opera-
tion as a motor to operation as a generator with a simulta-
neous reversal of the direction of rotation, a change in the
sense of rotation and therefore a zero crossing of the rotating
field frequency take place. In this case, the induced voltage
temporarily loses the phase reference which was imparted to
it by the rotation of the rotating field. The correction voltage
which is intended primarily to take account of a discrepancy
between the estimated behavior of the electromagnetic
machine and a desired behavior can produce this phase
relation again via the factor to be included in the multipli-
cation.

It has proven to be advantageous in this case if a phase
factor of the form e is used as the factor included in the
multiplication for the correction voltage. The closed-loop
control itself is stable at relatively high rotation speeds
during operation as a motor and during operation as a
generator. Only the operation as a generator at low rotation
speeds, in particular the above-mentioned transition to the
operation as a generator, are considered to be critical. A
phase factor of 1 is in this case particularly well suited for
producing the mentioned phase relation for the magnetic
flux again in a manner which is “minimally invasive”.

Preferably, the phase angle vy in the phase factor e for a
vanishing estimated value of the rotating field frequency is
selected as /2 and decreases monotonically with the
increasing absolute value of the estimated value of the
rotating field frequency. In this case, the following consid-
eration is assumed: the estimated value of the vector of the
magnetic flux is determined from the vectors of the correc-
tion voltage and the induced voltage. In the steady-state
case, i.e. in the case of constant magnitudes and frequencies,
the induced voltage is orthogonal to the magnetic flux. If the
transition to the operation as a generator is not considered to
be dynamic, but as a small disturbance to the steady-state
case, the phase relation to the magnetic flux which would
have the induced voltage in the undisrupted steady-state case
is provided by a selection of /2 for the phase factor y of the
correction voltage, in simplified terms. The correction volt-
age therefore corrects the induced voltage in the sense of a
quasi-steady-state solution. As the absolute value of the
rotating field frequency increases during operation as a
generator, the electromagnetic machine enters an operating
range in which even closed-loop control in accordance with
the prior art is largely stable again. Therefore, as the rotating
field frequency increases, the phase factor y can be dispensed
with even during operation as a generator.

One possibility for this consists in that the phase angle vy
in the phase factor €’ of the estimated value of the rotating
field frequency has a functional dependence provided by

7 ¢ —|ws|
== for 0 < |ws| <,
c

2
y =0 for |w,| > ¢,

where o, is the rotating field frequency, and ¢ is a preset
threshold value. This means that the phase factor ¢” with the
phase angle y=n/2 is included in the multiplication for the
correction voltage directly at the transition from operation as
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a motor to operation as a generator, and the phase angle y
decreases linearly as the rotation field frequency o,
increases and disappears at a threshold value ¢, with the
result that the phase factor € remains equal to 1 above the
threshold value c. This threshold value can in this case be
selected by a motor parameter, for example by a component
of the synchronous motor frequency or a component of the
maximum frequency for which the machine is mechanically
designed as a maximum.

As an alternative to this, the phase angle y asymptotically
approaches zero as the absolute value of the estimated value
of' the rotating field frequency increases. This can take place,
for example, by functional implementation of an exponential
decrease or else a Lorentz line. The full duration at half
maximum or the line width can in this case be selected by
motor parameters such as a component of the synchronous
motor frequency or a component of the maximum frequency
for which the machine is mechanically designed at a maxi-
mum. An asymptotic decrease in the phase angle y has the
advantage that no further testing of a condition for the
rotating field frequency is required.

Preferably, the vector of the induced voltage is determined
from the setpoint value for the vector of the manipulated
voltage minus the product of the stator resistance and a
current variable derived from the actual value of the vector
of the current, i.e.

Ea[s: V*aﬁ—i(laﬁ)'Rsa

where B, denotes the vector of the induced voltage, V* 5
denotes the vector of the manipulated voltage, i(I,z) denotes
a current variable derived from the vector of the current I,
and R, denotes the stator resistance. In particular, the current
variable i(I,p) can also be formed by the actual value of the
vector of the current I, itself, or by estimation of a
development of the vector of the current on the basis of a
measured value of the vector of the current 1.

The specified functional relationship reproduces a con-
ventional model of a machine based on electromagnetic
induction. In particular, the stator resistance can only be
known approximately in this case. This may be the case
when the stator resistance during operation of the machine
is dependent on the operating conditions and increases as the
temperature increases, for example. If the resistance is not
measured during operation, a fixed variable which repre-
sents an estimation of the unknown real value is included in
the closed-loop control.

In accordance with an advantageous embodiment of the
invention, the estimated value of the vector of the magnetic
flux is determined by integration of the sum of the vectors
of the correction voltage and the induced voltage, i.e.

q)cxﬁszfdl(chﬁc-"Ecxﬁ)a

wherein ¢p” denotes the vector of the magnetic flux, and
Vg denotes the vector of the correction voltage. In par-
ticular, in this case a factor, in particular a phase factor e”,
is included in the multiplication with the vector of the
correction voltage when the torque-forming component of
the current at the stator has a mathematical sign which is
opposite that of the estimated value of the rotating field
frequency w,, i.e.

Do =fdi(€™V ;+E o) for i, 0,<0.

In accordance with Faraday’s law, the induced voltage is
the time derivative of the magnetic flux. The correction
voltage V,z° can now be selected such that it prevents
divergence of the above integration of Faraday’s law if a
constant offset occurs, for example in the measurement of
the current at the stator.
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Expediently, the estimated value of the phase angle 6, is
determined as the phase angle of the estimated value of the
vector of the magnetic flux ¢g°, and the estimated value of
the rotating field frequency w, is derived from a change in
the estimated value of the phase angle 0, over time. This
functional relationship reproduces a conventional model of
a machine based on electromagnetic induction. In particular,
in this case the estimated value of the rotating field fre-
quency can also be derived from a time derivative of the
phase angle or from a discrete method which, in terms of the
limit value, converges towards a time derivative of the phase
angle.

Ithas proven to be advantageous if a setpoint value for the
magnetic flux is preset, and in that the vector of the
correction voltage is preset as

Vaﬁc:G'(eies'q)*d_q)cxﬁs)a

where ¢’ is the phase assigned to the estimated value of the
phase angle 0, $* , is a setpoint value for the magnetic flux,
and G is a real-value gain. The setpoint value for the
magnetic flux can in this case be preset by the control of the
desired rotation speed, and then transformed into stator-
fixed coordinates by means of the phase €% in order thus to
determine the deviation from the estimated value of the
vector of the magnetic flux ¢.,” and to correct the estimated
value of the vector of the magnetic flux ¢,,° corresponding
to this deviation via the correction voltage.

The second-mentioned object is achieved according to the
invention by an electromagnetic machine comprising a
control unit, which is designed to implement the method
having the above-described features. The advantages speci-
fied for the method and its developments can be transferred
expediently to the electromagnetic machine.

Other features which are considered as characteristic for
the invention are set forth in the appended claims.

Although the invention is illustrated and described herein
as embodied in a method for open-loop and closed-loop
control of an electromagnetic machine, it is nevertheless not
intended to be limited to the details shown, since various
modifications and structural changes may be made therein
without departing from the spirit of the invention and within
the scope and range of equivalents of the claims.

The construction and method of operation of the inven-
tion, however, together with additional objects and advan-
tages thereof will be best understood from the following
description of specific embodiments when read in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic flowchart of closed-loop control
for an electromagnetic machine; and

FIG. 2 shows a graph of a possible functional dependence
of the phase angle y in the phase factor e” of the correction
voltage on the estimated rotating field frequency.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Referring now to the figures of the drawing in detail and
first, particularly, to FIG. 1 thereof, there is shown a flow-
chart of the control loop 1 for an electromagnetic machine.
A measuring unit 2 measures a stator current Iz at a stator
of an asynchronous machine. A manipulated voltage V* 5 is
preset on the basis of the rotation speed desired for operation
by a central rotation speed control system 4. With the stator
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resistance R;, the induced voltage E,g is calculated as
Eop=V*ap~lap R, A correction voltage V,,,° is added to the
induced voltage Ep. In accordance with Faraday’s law, the
induced voltage Eq together with the correction voltage
Vp's 1s integrated over time in the integrator 6 in order thus
to obtain an estimated value for the magnetic flux ¢, at the
stator. The correction voltage Vz° added to the induced
voltage E, performs the function, in the integrand, of
stabilizing the integral in the case of a constant offset, for
example, in the measured value of the stator current Iz, in
order to prevent divergence.

The estimated value of the magnetic flux ¢.g” can be
divided into a magnitude I$.,e°l and a phase e The
estimated value of the phase angle 0, of the phase €™ is
derived over time in order to obtain an estimated value for
the rotating field frequency w,. The field-forming compo-
nent i, and the torque-forming component i, of the stator
current can be determined as real or imaginary part of
IaB~e"i°‘ by back-transformation with the negative estimated
value of the phase angle 8, from the stator current I,
measured by the measuring unit 2. The field-forming com-
ponent i, and the torque-forming component i, of the stator
current are fed back to the central rotation speed control
system 4, where the variables are included in the calculation
of the manipulated voltage V* .

In order to determine the correction voltage V., a
setpoint value for the magnetic flux ¢*, is preset by the
central rotation speed control system 4. This setpoint value
is transformed into the corresponding phase angle at the
stator via the estimated phase &'%, and the estimated value of
the magnetic flux ¢ is subtracted from this. The result is
multiplied by a real-value gain G.

If the mathematical sign of the product of the torque-
forming component i, of the stator current and the estimated
value of the rotating-field frequency w, is now positive, the
value Vaﬁc:G(eieLq)* +Pus’) 1s passed on directly as cor-
rection voltage. If the matﬁematical sign of the product of
the torque-forming component i, of the stator current and the
estimated value of the rotating field frequency w, is negative,
a phase factor " is included in the multiplication with this
correction voltage.

A possible functional dependence of the phase angle y in
this phase factor ™ on the absolute value of the rotating field
frequency w, is illustrated in more detail in FIG. 2. For
i,-0,20, the correction voltage V,,° without the phase factor
e” needs to be output to the integrator 6, which can also be
formulated by constant y=0 for this case. For i,'w,<0, y is
selected as y=n/2 for a vanishing value of |m,|. As the value
for lm,| increases, the phase angle y decreases linearly until
it assumes the value 0 in the case of a preset threshold value
¢ for lo,, which may be selected by a fraction of the
synchronous frequency of the asynchronous machine, for
example. At values for lo,l of above the preset threshold
value c, the phase angle remains y=0.

Although the invention has been illustrated and described
in more detail by the preferred exemplary embodiment, the
invention is not restricted to this exemplary embodiment.
Other variations can be derived from this by a person skilled
in the art without departing from the scope of protection of
the invention.

The following is a summary list of reference numerals and
the corresponding structure used in the above description of
the invention:

1 control loop

2 measurement unit

4 central rotation speed control system

6 integrator

I“,,E stator current
V*,p manipulated voltage
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R, stator resistance

E,p induced voltage

V" correction voltage

q)%BS estimated value of the magnetic flux

e estimated value of the phase of the rotating field

0, estimated value of the phase angle of the rotating field

, estimated value of the rotating field frequency

i, field-forming component of the stator current

i, torque-forming component of the stator current

¢* ; setpoint value for the magnetic flux

G gain

"' phase factor of the correction voltage

y phase angle

c threshold value

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for controlling an electromagnetic machine
having a rotor and a stator, the method comprising:

determining electromagnetic state variables of the

machine by way of a mathematical model with a space
vector representation;

presetting a setpoint value for a vector of a manipulated

voltage at the stator;

measuring an actual value of a vector of a current at the

stator;

determining a vector of an induced voltage from the

setpoint value for the vector of the manipulated voltage
and the actual value of the vector of the current at the
stator;

presetting a vector of a correction voltage;

determining an estimated value of a vector of a magnetic

flux from the vectors of the correction voltage and the
induced voltage; and
determining an estimated value of a phase angle and an
estimated value of a rotating field frequency from the
estimated value of the vector of the magnetic flux;

determining a torque-forming component of the current at
the stator from the measured actual value of the vector
of the current and the estimated value of the phase
angle; and

if the torque-forming component of the current at the

stator has an opposite mathematical sign to the esti-
mated value of the rotating field frequency, multiplying
the vector of the correction voltage by a factor.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the factor for
multiplying with the correction voltage is a phase factor
having the form €, wherein y is a phase angle.

3. The method according to claim 2, which comprises
selecting the phase angle y in the phase factor for a vanishing
estimated value of the rotating field frequency as 7/2 and
decreasing monotonically with an increasing absolute value
of the estimated value of the rotating field frequency.

4. The method according to claim 3, wherein the phase
angle v in the phase factor of the estimated value of the
rotating field frequency has a functional dependence pro-
vided by

7 ¢ —|ws|
y== for 0 < |ws| <,

2

y =0 for |w,| > ¢,

where c is a preset threshold value and w, is the rotating field
frequency.

5. The method according to claim 3, wherein the phase
angle y asymptotically approaches zero as an absolute value
of the estimated value of the rotating field frequency
increases.

6. The method according to claim 1, which comprises
determining the vector of the induced voltage from the
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setpoint value for the vector of the manipulated voltage
minus a product of a stator resistance and a current variable
derived from the actual value of the vector of the current.

7. The method according to claim 1, which comprises
determining the estimated value of the vector of the mag-
netic flux by integration of a sum of the vectors of the
correction voltage and the induced voltage.

8. The method according to claim 1, which comprises
determining the estimated value of the phase angle as the
phase angle of the estimated value of the vector of the
magnetic flux, and deriving the estimated value of the
rotating field frequency from a change in the estimated value
of the phase angle over time.

9. The method according to claim 1, which comprises
presetting a setpoint value for the magnetic flux, and pre-
setting the vector of the correction voltage as

Vaﬁc:G'(eies'q)*d_q)cxﬁs)a

where ¢p° is the estimated value of the vector of the
magnetic flux, e’ is a phase assigned to the estimated
value of the phase angle, and G is a real-value gain.

10. An electromagnetic machine, comprising a control

unit configured to implement the method according to claim
1.

10

15

20

10



